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CHARLES F. WISHART 
Sermon on page five. 
Dr. Wishart’s longtime service was as president of the College 
of Wooster, the memorial chapel of which is shown to the 
right; lower right, the Second Presbyterian church, Chicago, 
where he was pastor before going to Wooster. 








In this issue 





MESSAGE OF THE DETROIT CONFERENCE 
WEST VIRGINIA NEWS LETTER 
By Walter W. White 
ARKANSAS NEWS LETTER 
By Wm. B. Oglesby, Jr. 
PRINCETON’S HOMRIGHAUSEN 
By Arthur V. Boand 
THE VELIKOVSKY CLAIMS 
By The Inquiring Reporter 




















Letters to the Editors 





Authorities Are Quoted on Origin of Race 





No Axe to Grind 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 


Mrs. W. T. Jones, of Columbia, S. C., 
commenting in your columns (March 6) 
upon Dr. Marion’s question, “Is Segrega- 
tion Christian?” raises herself two ques- 
tions concerning which, she says, she 
wishes the facts. One is, What is the 
origin of race? the other, Why segrega- 
tion? It is her belief, apparently, that 
God created the several races as they are 
now; and that we have segregation not 
to “maintain white supremacy” but to 
“preserve racial integrity,” that its basis 
therefore is “primarily biological rather 
than religious.” 

If I merely disagreed with Mrs. Jones, 
there would be little point in this letter. 
But she has asked for the “proven facts.” 
The nearest we can come to these are 
through the opinions of the anthropolo- 
gists. On the questions raised by her I 
shall quote briefly from several men and 
women, all of them, now or recently, out- 
standing in the field of anthropology. 


FIRST, on the origin of race. M. F. Ash- 
ley Montagu, in Man’s Most Dangerous 
Myth: The Fallacy of Race, says: “It is 
today generally agreed that all men be- 
long to the same species, that all were 
probably derived from the same ancestral 
stock, and that all share in a common 
patrimony.” Ruth Benedict and Gene 
Weltfish, in The Races of Mankind”: 
“Those [people] who settled nearer the 
equator, whether in Europe, Asia, or in 
the Americas, developed a darker skin 
color than those who settled to the north 
of them. Blue eyes appeared in the 
north. In some places in Asia a fold of 
skin developed over the inner corner of 
the eye and produced what we call a slant 
eye.” Ethel Alpenfels, in “Sense and Non- 
sense about Race: “Climate also played a 
part in certain traits, such as skin color 
of the Negro, but it was only one of many 
influences. Soon these changes (scientists 
call them mutations) appeared in varying 
combinations in every generation.” 


SECOND, the preservation of racial in- 
tegrity as a biological ideal. Franz Boas, 
one of the greatest of modern anthropolo- 
gists, in the book Race and Democratic 
Society, says: “There is absolutely no bio- 
logical evidence which would countenance 
the assumption that race mixture of it- 
self would have unfavorable results.” 
Then Otto Klineberg, in Race Differences: 
“To preach in favor of race purity, as has 
been done so often in recent times, is 
therefore just anthropological nonsense. 
It is many thousands of years too late... 
there are no longer any pure races to be 
kept pure.” Ralph Linton, in The Study 
of Man, quoted by Ruth Benedict in Race: 
Science and Politics: “Every civilized 
group of which we have record has been 
a hybrid group, a fact which disposes ef- 
fectually of the theory that hybrid peo- 
ples are inferior to purebred ones.” 
Finally, M. F. Ashley Montagu, in the book 
already quoted: 


“One of the most strongly entrenched 
popular superstitions is the belief that in- 
terbreeding, or crossing, between ‘races’ 
results in inferior offspring and that the 
greater part of such crossings lead to de- 
generation of the stock. . . . The truth 
seems to be that far from being deleterious 
to the resulting offspring and the genera- 
tions following them, interbreeding be- 
tween different ethnic groups is from the 
biological standpoint highly advantageous 
to mankind. . . When instead of being 
ostracized by the whites, hybrid children 
and adults are given an opportunity to 
show what they can do, the results have 
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often been so disconcerting to their 
alleged superiors that everything possible 
has been done to suppress or to distort the 
facts.” 


Personally, I have no axe to grind. But 
Mrs. Jones asked for the facts; and the 
best source I know is the authorities in 
the field. 

JAMES McBRIDE DABBS. 

Mayesville, S. C. 


Detroit Report 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 


The second issue of THE OUTLOOK to 
be published since the study conference 
in Detroit of the Federal Council of 
Churches’ Department on the Church and 
Economic Life arrived this morning. In 
neither this issue nor the one last week 
was mention made of the conference. 

There is much criticism of the Federal 
Council of Churches in the South, largely 
due to lack of accurate knowledge of its 
overall program. I am disappointed that 
THE OUTLOOK has failed to take advan- 
tage of this opportunity for educating 
Presbyterians. To be sure, certain action 
taken by the conference was debatable. 
However, it should be told that the vast 
majority of action was acceptable to all 
groups and that the conference reports 
were designed primarily for further dis- 
cussion by local church groups, and can- 
not in any way be considered official state- 
ments of the Federal Council of Churches, 
nor of the bodies making up the member- 
ship in that group. 

The most serious criticism of this con- 
ference, it seemed to some who were there, 
was that the Southern opinion had so lit- 
tle representation. This was not a fault 
of the Council, which urges full participa- 
tion by member groups, but was the fault 
of southerners who declined to go at all, 
or who arrived late or left before confer- 
ence reports were adopted. 

If the Council is as powerful an organi- 
zation as some maintain and could go so 
far as to influence national legislation, 
surely the South must accept full repre- 
sentation in it. Unless the South is rep- 
resented we could be governed without 
representation. Since the Southern Bap- 
tists are not in the Council, it puts a 
heavy responsibility on the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church to be, first, as informed, 
and then, as vocal as is possible. We can- 
not afford an ostrich attitude, 

MRS. J. FARRA VAN METER. 

Lexington, Ky. 


@®EDITORS’ NOTE—Sorry we could not 
report this important conference sooner. 
This was caused by delayed reports and 
by previous commitments. See pages 4- 
5 this issue. 


Secretary for Ministers’ Work 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

I do not often write a letter to a paper 
but I am constrained to write this letter 
and commend the action of our Assem- 
bly’s Committee on the Minister and His 
Work. I have just read in THE OUTLOOK 
(Feb. 27) that that committee is going to 
recommend to the General Assembly that 
a full time secretary be secured for this 
work. 

I have come to this same conclusion in 
my own thinking as I have traveled rather 
widely over our entire Assembly. I be- 
lieve that such an office could be set up 
without violating any of the principles of 
our church polity and that our church 
would enjoy a much higher efficiency in 


$4.00 a year. 


promoting the work of the Kingdom. tf 
know that it would be welcomed by a 
large number of our ministers. 

I hope that THE OUTLOOK will see fit 
to promote this movement... . 


W. B. GUERRANT, 
President. 
Austin Cajiege, Sherman, Texas, 


Sees Bad Mixture 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

I was much surprised to see the letter, 
“Deficit Spending and Personal Responsi- 
bility” used in THE OUTLOOK for Oct. 
21, 1949. In my judgment it is distinctly 
a case of the church or church members 
mixing religion and _  politics—partisan 
politics at that. We Protestants are rather 
free in criticizing Roman Catholics for 
mixing in affairs of state and politics. Are 
our skirts clean? 

In this connection, the Richmond Times- 
Dispatch editorial, “The Churches and 
Politics” of Feb. 21, 1950,—especially its 
third paragraph—is apropos. I did not see 
that quoted anywhere in THE OUTLOOK. 


JOHN D. GUTHRIE. 
Charlotte Court House, Va. 


Board Treasurers 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

. . . In case you have not already pub- 
lished a list showing the addresses of the 
new Assembly Boards, may I suggest that 
it will be of real value to all presbytery 
treasurers as well as church treasurers 
just now when annual reports and final 
remittances are to be sent out. 


ED L. COTTING, 
Central Treas. of East Miss. 
Presbytery. 
Tupelo, Miss. 


e@Here they are, just as they have been 
and are to continue for all benevolences 
received through March 31: 

Christian Education and Ministerial Re- 
lief, 410 Urban Bldg., Louisville 2, Ky. 

Christian Relations, Box 5094, Richmond 
20, Va. 

Defense Service, E. D. Grant, Treas., Box 
1176, Richmond 9, Va. 

Evangelism, E. C. Scott, Treas., Henry 
Grady Bldg., Atlanta 3, Ga. 

Foreign Missions, Box 330, Nashville 1, 
Tenn. 

General Assembly’s Training School, 3400 
Brook Road, Richmond 27, Va. 

Home Missions, 605 Henry Grady Bldg., 
Atlanta 3, Ga. 

Montreat, J. Rupert McGregor, Treas., 
Montreat, N. C. 

Negro Work, 36 Hunter St., SW, Atlanta 
3, Ga. 

Overseas Relief, E. C. Scott, Treas., 
Henry Grady Bldg., Atlanta 3, Ga. 

Radio, 36 Hunter St., SW, Atlanta 3, Ga. 

Religious Education and Publication, 
30x 1176, Richmond 9, Va. 

As a rule, treasurers’ books remain open 
to receive remittances from the old year 
through April 5. 
> But, after April 1, remittances of 1950- 
51 contributions will go as follows: 

Annuities and Relief, Wm. H. Hopper, 
Treas., 410 Urban Bldg., Louisville 2, Ky. 

Church Extension (including Home Mis- 
sions, Negro Work, Christian Relations, 
Evangelism, Radio, and Defense Service), 
G. B. Strickler, Treas., 605 Henry Grady 
Bldg., Atlanta 3, Ga. 

Edueation, John S. Grant, Treas., Box 
1176, Richmond 9, Va. 

General Fund, E. C. Scott, Treas., Henry 
Grady Bldg., Atlanta 3, Ga. 

World Missions (including Overseas Re- 
lief), Curry B, Hearn, Treas., Box 330, 
Nashville 1, Tenn. 


J second-class matter, June 15, 1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., under 
Published weekly on Monday at Presbyterian of the South, Inc., 1 North Sixth Street 


Richmond 19, Virginia. Telephone 2-9492. 10c a copy. Foreign postage $1 extra. 
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Sermon Results in 
Mass Meeting to 


Correct Conditions 


Davidson Pastor Warns of 
Danger of Slum Section to All 


When any preacher’s sermon gets re- 
sults which anyone can put his finger 
on somebody feels like sending an item 
to the newspaper. 

That is what happened in Davidson, 
N. C., recently when the preacher’s Sun- 
day morning message so stirred the citi- 
zenry that a mass meeting was called 
for the following Wednesday evening to 
see what could be done about the prob- 
lem he had presented. 

The problem: Davidson’s Negro slum 
area, less than 150 yards from the 
town’s Main street. 

Carl R. Pritchett, pastor of the col- 
lege church, reported that 11 shacks 
housing 87 persons offer ‘‘a health and 
fire hazard to every citizen in town.” 
The group of houses, located directly 
behind the stores which line one side 
of Main street across from the college 
campus, have only primitive facilities 
for sanitation and health. 

Seventeen persons now live in one 
small, two-room house and a number of 
the buildings have no electricity. The 
families draw their water from com- 
munity spigots, and outdoor toilets— 
less than 20 yards from the kitchens— 
are their only methods of sewage dis- 
posal. 

Excellent Fire Targets 


The houses, some of them over 60 
years old, are excellent fire targets since 
most of the walls are lined with as many 
as six to eight layers of newspapers. 
The buildings are put on to keep out the 
cold air. 

A fire in one house might spread 
quickly to all, thence, said Dr. Pritchett, 
“to the main business section of David- 
son,.”’ 

In calling for the mass meeting, Dr. 
Pritchett blamed no one group for con- 
ditions. ‘The problem is a community 
problem,’’ he said. Rigid enforcement 
of sanitation laws by the county health 
department or the town council would 
result in leaving the people homeless. 
The low rent charged for the houses 
varies from $1.25 to $2.50 per week, 
thereby not affording owners enough to 
make needed improvements. 

Dr. Pritchett pointed out that al- 
though the sanitary conditions make the 
area a breeding place for disease, the 
inhabitants of the houses are largely 
industrious, hard-working people. 


Southwestern and Stillman Share 


Bellingrath Gardens in Mobile to Benefit Colleges and Churches 


Southwestern at Memphis and Still- 
man College for Negroes will share in 
the generous provisions recently made 
public by Walter D. Bellingrath. of 
Mobile, Ala., who has given his famed 
Bellingrath Gardens to a charitable, re- 
lizgious and educational foundation. 

Annual net earnings of the gardens 
will be shared, under the foundation, 
with these two colleges, the Central 
Presbyterian Church of Mobile, St. 
Francis Methodist church, and Hunting- 
don College of Montgomery, Ala. 

Southwestern will receive the largest 
share of the income, 40 per cent, with 
Huntingdon designated for 20 per cent, 


and Stillman, 10. The two churches 


Federal Council 


will receive 15 per cent each, but not 
more than $3,600 annually. Any ex- 
cess will be divided among the colleges. 

In creating the foundation, which he 
named the Bellingrath-Morse founda- 
tion, the 80-year-old Mobile philan- 
thropist stipulated that the colleges 
must meet certain standards in Bible in- 
struction. 

The gardens, located 20 miles south 
of Mobile, are more than 400 acres in 
extent, with gardens and woodlands on 
the Fowl River. 

Mr. Bellingrath, head of a Mobile soft 
drink firm, and his late wife, opened the 
gardens to the public in 1932. No esti- 
mate is available as to the expected 
annual earnings of the gardens. 


Answers Charges 


Recent Articles Get Official Answers by Executive Committee and Leaders 


Long accustomed to letting opponents’ 
charges go unnoticed, the Federal Coun- 
cil of Chu:ches appears to have taker 
the offensive. 

In a publication recently issued fo 
general distribution, The Truth About 
the Federal Council of Churches,* the 
Counci: pays its respects to John T 
Flynn’s current book, “The Road 
Ahead,’’ so far as Chapter X on the 
church is concerned; it discusses the 
“small group in Madison, Wisconsin. 
styling itself ‘The American Counc ot 
Christian Laymen,’” and the newly- 
consolidated Ku Klux Klan which re- 
cently brought charges against the Coun- 
cil. 

The book presents an Official state- 
ment adopted unanimously by the Coun- 
<il’s executive committee setting these 
critics right, showing that its unity is 
not unifermity and that in any real 
federation there must be room for dif- 
ferences of opinion. It says, ‘‘The Coun- 
cil has no ‘isms’ to defend; it does 
have a ventral loyalty to Christ. It has 
no politics; it does have a faith. In that 
loyalty and that faith it seeks first the 
Kingdom of God and his righteous- 
ness.”’ 

An impressive list of nationally-known 
laymen is shown expressing ‘full con- 
fidence’ in the Federal Council. Among 
the signers are John Foster Dulles, 





*Federal Council of Churches, 297 
Fourth Ave., New York 10, N. Y. Single 
copies free; 25 for $3.50; 50 for $6; 
100 for $9. 


Francis S. Harmon, Chester I. Barnard, 
Eric A. Johnston, Mrs. Dwight W. Mor- 
row, Henry R. Luce, Harper Sibley, 
Charles P. Taft, and many others. 

The booklet lists 20 ‘‘conerete 
achievements of 1949” which the Coun- 
cil made. It carries Samuel McCrea 
Cavert’s analysis of John T. Flynn’s 
Chapter X (OUTLOOK, Jan. 23); and 
an analysis of the charges made in ‘“‘How 
Red Is tne I'cderal Council?” It con- 
ciades by showing whv composes tne 
Council as the appointed representatives 
of the denominations. 


Visser ’t Hooft Comments on 
Vatican Statement on Policy 


(RNS) —In an_e unofficial 
statement here, W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, 
general secretary of the World Council 
of Churches, described a new decree 
issued by the Vatican as ‘‘a clear in- 
dication that the ecumenical movement 
has begun to make its influence felt 
among the clergy and laity of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church.” 

Dr. Visser ’t Hooft’s statement was 
in reference to a decree of the Sacred 
Congregation of the Holy Office in Rome 
dealing with discussions between Catho- 
lics and non-Catholics in regard to 
church union. The document also en- 
dorsed cooperation between Catholics 
and non-Catholics in common efforts to 
combat Communism and atheism and to 
promote common interests outside the 
religious field. 


Geneva 














@ An affirmation and a call to action adopted at the National Study Conference 


on the Church and Economic Life with only one dissenting vote being registered. 


Christian Concern and Responsibility for 


HE GOSPEL is concerned with all 
the activities of man, individual 
and social. Therefore, the Chris- 

tian faith is relevant to the economic 
order. The church, as the custodian of 
“the sacred and imperishable message 
of ‘eternal salvation,”’ is charged with a 
fourfold duty as Christians in fellowship 
confront the economic life. It must be 
the teacher of the principles of conduct; 
a voice of judgment; a guardian of 
moral and spiritual values already won; 
and the herald of a better day. 
Christians judge all economic systems 
by the imperatives of the Christian 
faith; Christians must not identify any 
economic order with the gospel. The 
Christian gospel is not to be found in 
Adam Smith’s ‘‘Wealth of Nations” nor 
in Karl Marx’s ‘“‘Kapital.’’ It is to be 
found in Matthew, Mark, Luke and 
John, in the Acts of the Apostles, the 
Epistles of the New Testament, and the 
vision of St. John in the Revelation. It 
is found in the preaching of the Hebrew 
prophets, in the of saints and 
martyrs, in the service of faithful fol- 
lowers of Christ, and in the continuing 
revelation of God. That faith affirms the 
supreme worth of persons. Institutions 
must be tested finally by their contribu 
tion to the enrichment of personality. 


lives 


I. 

It is imperative that Christians con- 
fronting 
Jesus Christ as Lord. 


economic issues first accept 
He is our Savior. 
Evangelism is the primary task of the 
church, and of first importance is the 
personal experience of the love of God 


and of its transforming power in human 


Economic Life 


life. Salvation means not only forgive- 
ness of past sins but a new relationship 
with God which brings assurance of final 
victory over everything that comes be- 
tween man and God. 

Christians must demonstrate that God 
rules, and that men of differing views 
can be one in the determination to dis- 
cover his will. Strong men, charged 
with the direction of industry, and 
strong men charged with leadership in 
labor and agriculture are obligated to 
bring dedicated minds to difficult prob- 
lems and in the mutual sharing of rich 
experience to reach conclusions designed 
to create a more brotherly world. In 
such meetings, whether at national or 
local level, the technician and the 
prophet may be heard, and the views of 
men who carry responsibility considered. 
Technical competency also is necessary 
to translate the ethical ideal into the 
practice of the common life. 

The spirit in which Christians ap- 
proach the complex and baffling prob- 
lems of contemporary society is of pri- 
mary importance. Christians who meet 
to consider the economic life will do 
well to kneel in devotion before they 
rise for discussion. Men who bow in 
repentant spirit at the Table of the Lord 
make themselves ready to confer with 
brothers in the Spirit of the Lord. The 
Communion Table should precede the 
conference table, conference 
with our fellows will be more produc- 


because 


tive when preceded by communion with 
our Christ. 

If to such conferences Christians come 
with the determination to force a par- 
ticular view upon others present, if they 





Knoxville USA Men Issue Rebuke 


Tenn. (RNS) — Twenty- 
two board members of Second Presby- 
terian church here have rebuked the 
Federal Council of Churches for a stand 
taken by a Council group on social con- 


Knoxville, 


trols. 


Clifford E. Barbour, moderator of the 
Presbyterian Church, USA, is pastor of 
Second Presbyterian. 


Specific target is a report recently 
adopted by the Council’s second Na- 
tional Study Conference on the Church 
and Economic Life. The material in 
the report which is objectionable to the 
Second Presbyterian reads in 
part: 


officers 


“We seek the use of a price system 
which has been strengthened in its 
operation and corrected in its abuses 
through various social controls. Some 


4 


of the most crucial controls are in the 
area of stabilizing incomes through regu- 
lation of the volume of money in the 
economy and regulation of government’s 
taxes and expenditures, . .We ecan- 
not, for example, talk realistically in 
terms of restoring an unregulated, com- 
petitive price system in America.” 


Also criticized by the Presbyterian 
group was this portion of the report: 


“We recognize that the extensive use 
of taxation to reduce inequalities that 
now exist is a desirable procedure from 
an economic and Christian perspective.” 


®EDITORS’ NOTE—This conference, 
while called by the Federal Council, was 
made up of delegates from and ap- 
pointed by the churches themselves 
through responsible groups or individ- 
uals. The report, therefore, is that of 
the conference, not of the Federal Coun- 
cil. See, also, letter, p. 2. 


stoop to maneuvers that sometimes win 
majority vote but never create Christian 
community, if they allow themselves to 
be impressed by oratory that appeals to 
prejudice rather than by the still small 
voice with its appeal to conscience, then 
the coming together of Christians is un- 
likely to be productive of good and it 
might be wiser if they did not meet. 

But if on the contrary, Christians 
meet in humility and in love, resolved to 
respect and to learn from each other, 
if they are determined to discover God’s 
will for us and for our economic life 
and to submit all their thinking to the 
rule of Christ, if they meet not to debate 
but_to deliberate, if they believe the 
Holy Spirit does guide and if they are 
willing to follow that guidance, then 
honest men and women who at present 
differ profoundly may discover in Chris- 
tian fellowship both the spirit and prac- 
tice essential for Christianizing our 
economic life. 


II. 

Basically, the approach of the 
churches to the economic order is de - 
termined by the Christian conception of 
the worth of man. Christians believe 
that man is created by the Eternal and 
in his image, that every individual is a 
child of God, a member of one family, a 
brother. Christians hold that man is a 
being of infinite worth, of such worth 
indeed that God out of love sent his Son 
that man by faith in him might be 
saved. Man is a self-conscious personal- 
ity, free to choose right and wrong, re- 
sponsible, immortal. 

The Sabbath was made for man and 
not man for the Sabbath. Likewise the 
economic order was made for man. Just 
as the state must be regarded as an in- 
strument to be used by the people and 
for the people, so too the economic order 
with its technology and vast industrial 
machines, the riches of soil and of 
mineral wealth, must be regarded as 
God’s gift whereby life shall be more 
abundant. Within that order power 
must be exercised under democratic con- 
trol and justice established by the demo- 
cratic process; freedom must be main- 
tained so that the genius that lies in 
creative personalities may have full op- 
portunity for expression, and men in the 
cooperation of the fullest employment 
may make the earth productive. 

Christians hold that God’s will has 
been revealed by his Son, and that the 
church is summoned to teach the nations 
whatsoever things Christ commanded 
us. Economic practices therefore must 
be judged by ethical criteria. When- 
ever or wherever practices violate these 
principles, the church must voice judg- 
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ment and call men to the Christian way. 
The church must keep before men the 
vision of the just and brotherly society 
as revealed in the Christian concept of 
the Kingdom of God, which we believe 
to be God’s will for society. It is the 
faith of Christians that Jesus Christ is 
the Way, the Truth, and the Life. The 
advances achieved by the processes of 
reform and regeneration must be con- 
tinued until at last economic practices 
are brought into accord with that Way, 
become expressions of that Truth, and 
are in keeping with that Life. 

The principles Jesus taught are the 
revelation of God’s will. We believe 
that the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, that God was in Christ and 
that in the truth revealed by him is to 
be found salvation for man and for so- 
ciety. Thus the Christian does not ap- 
proach the economic order bound by the 
dogmatism of communist, socialist, or 
capitalist. He comes loyal to Christ, re- 
solved to discover his will, and pledged 
to move forward in his spirit to make 
his Way regnant in the economic life. 
His question, therefore, is not: is it 
communist? is it socialist? is it capi- 
talist? but, is it Christian? 


Iil. 

Christians acquainted with the cen- 
turies know that the struggle to eman- 
cipate the worker is part of the age-long 
resolve to lift man to the status of 
brother. Once the work of the world 
was done by slaves, but a brother in 
chains was a contradiction in terms. 
Slavery had to go. Serfdom was like- 
wise brought under the judgment of 
God. Feudalism with its aristocracy and 
privilege gave way. The voice of de- 
mocracy stirred the people to actien 
with its insistence upon the rights of 
man, its denial of the divine right of 
kings, and its call for liberty, equality, 
and fraternity. 

Into the midst of this revolutionary 


surge came the industrial revolution. 
Handicraft industry was superseded by 
the factory system. The worker had 
ceased to be slave or serf. He had be- 
come a free man, free to sell his own 
labor where he himself determined. A 
mistaken conception was prevalent, that 
the unrestricted play of self-interest 
would in the long run mean social well- 
being. Laborers in factory and on farm, 
subjected to exploitation, sought to pro- 
tect their interest by organizing labor 
unions. These were at first regarded as 
conspiracies and ruthlessly suppressed. 
In the course of the years, the right to 
organize was won, the worker became 
more powerful, and the democratic prin- 
ciple was introduced into the work-life. 
Meanwhile, ever widening research, the 
development of technology, the genius 
of management, the skill of labor, and 
a growing sense of social responsibility 
resulted in amazing advances. 

But man is still exploited by his 
brother. Vast inequalities in wealth 
and therefore in status, fundamental dif- 
ferences in scales of value, and wide dis- 
parities in the possession of power create 
and maintain class consciousness. Class 
is a concept too small to unite men for 
social emancipation. Upon the basis of 
class, all that can be done is to make 
one class ready to fight another class. 
Man needs a larger unifying concept. 
It is found in the Christian ideal of 
brotherhood under the Fatherhood of 
God and the Christian teaching of the 
solidarity of the human family. 

Time is of the essence. Principles 
that mean both unity and justice must 
be applied soon enough to turn man 
from the battlefield of class conflict to 
the cooperative avenues of peaceful pro- 
gress. The fratricidal struggle of class 
war upon a world scale must be avoided. 

The Christian knows that the King- 
dom of God cannot be built upon foun- 
dations of economic injustice. He re- 
fuses to acquiesce in those inequalities 
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that deny equal opportunity. 
of consideration does not necessarily 
mean identity of treatment. The Ameri- 
can lives in one of the freest lands upon 
the earth. His pursuit of happiness un- 
der the conditions of liberty has en- 
riched life. Significant advances have 
been made in equalizing opportunity and 
further advances are possible and im- 
perative, but when all such socially con- 
trollable inequalities have been _ re- 
moved, there will remain sources of con- 
flict that root in the sinfulness and greed 
of the human heart. The primary task 
of the Christian therefore continues to 
be one of evangelism in which the in- 
dividual accepts Jesus Christ as Lord 
and Savior, becomes a new man in Christ 
Jesus, and moves out in cooperation 
with his fellow Christians to build an 
economic life more in accord with the 
will of God as revealed in Christ. The 
gospel is not an opiate; it is, when ap- 
plied, a regenerating force capable of 
transforming economic relations into a 
fellowship and the individual into a 
brother. 


Equality 


TV. 

Economic life now runs the gamut 
from the simplicity of primitive society 
to highly complex and colossal struc- 
tures of the industrial state. Differing 
economic philosophies are reflected in 
different economic orders. Christians 
now live in various economic orders: 
communist, socialist, capitalist, mixed 
economies, and primitive society. No 
economic order known to man is worthy 
of the designation Christian. This is 
not to equate the different orders in 
terms of righteousness. The Christian 
society calls for both freedom and jus- 
tice, and, much more, for brotherhood, 
and is the final repudiation of totali- 
tarianism that denies liberty to the in- 
dividual and of the materialism that de- 
bases the human soul. 

(Continued next week.) 


The Authority of Jesus 


“And they were astonished at his 
teaching: for he taught them as one 
having authority, and not as_ the 
scribes.’",°—Mark 1:22. 


NE OF Mr. Kipling’s poems, in 
which grim humor and tragedy 
intermingle, describes the fate of 

a mythical character whom he ealls 
Tomlinson. Tomlinson was a negative 
person. He had gone through life with 
a sort of drab acquiescence in the opin- 
ions of other people. All his beliefs 
were second-hand. His conduct had not 
been controlled by any convictions of his 
own, but by the faint echoes of what 
he had read or seen or heard from other 
people. Now Tomlinson died and came 
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to Heaven’s gate, where he confronts 
St. Peter, the Keeper of the Keys. 


“Stand up, stand up now, Tomlinson, 
and answer loud and high 

The good that ye did for the sake of 
men or ever ye came to die— 

The good that ye did for the sake of 
men in little earth so lone!”’ 

And the naked soul of Tomlinson grew 
white as a rain-washed bone. 

“O I have a friend on earth,” he said, 
“‘that was my priest and guide, 

And well would he answer all for me 
if he were by my side.”’ 


But St. Peter assures him that in this 


solemn hour nobody can answer for him. 
He must speak for himself. 

And Tomlinsen took up the tale and 
spoke of his good in life. 


“O this I have read in a book,” he said, 
“and that was told to me, 

And this I have thought that another 
man thought of a Prince in Mus- 
covy.’’ 

The good souls flocked like homing 
doves and bade him clear the path, 

And Peter twirled the jangling keys in 
weariness and wrath. 

“Ye have read, ye have heard, ye have 
thought,’”’ he said, and the tale is 
yet to run: 

“By the worth of the body that once ye 
had, give answer—what ha’ ye 
done?”’ 
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Even Satan Hesitates 

But Tomlinson could give no answer, 
and so he is sent down to the gates of 
the infernal regions, where even Satan 
hesitates to let him in. The Prince of 
Evil wanted to know what positive 
wickedness he nad wrought of his own 
will and initiative. Even there, Tomlin- 
son could give no answer. All the sins 
he could think about were those con- 
cerning which he had read in a book. 
So even Satan is disgusted with him, 
and, in the end, sends him back to earth 
to do something, either of good or evil, 
by his own clear conviction and deliber- 
ate choice. 


“Go back to Earth with a lip unsealed 
go back with an open eye 

And carry my word to the Sons of Men 
or ever ye come to die: 

That the sin they do by two and two 
they must pay for one by one— 

And .. . the God that you took from 
a printed book be with you, Tom- 
linson!”’ 


Who were the scribes? Perhaps they 
can best be described as the Tomlinsons 
of two thousand years ago. They were 
the men who took their God not from a 
printed book but from the written 
scrolls handed down to them, generation 
after generation. They worshipped the 
law of Moses. But to that law, by grad- 
ual accretion through the centuries, they 
had added a great mass of traditions. 
Jesus said they made void the law by 
their traditions. These traditions, passed 
on from one generation to the next, had 
come to have the binding force of law, 
and the lives of these Tomlinsons were 
spent in their meticulous analysis and 
application. 


His Teaching Was Different 


Was it any wonder, therefore, that, 
when Jesus went into Capernaum on the 
Sabbath Day and stood up before the 
synagogue to teach, they were aston- 
ished at his teaching, for he taught them 
as one that had cuthority, and not as 
the scribes. 

His religion was original and direct 
and warm and vital. He had every re 
spect for their sacred writings and had 
undoubtedly studied them thoroughly. 


But with utter calmness he set them 
aside as the occasion might demand. 
“Ye have heard that it hath been said 
to you of old time” this and that and 
the other. ‘But I say unto you” some- 
thing different. That was not only sur- 
prising, it was shocking, to the ears of 
the scribes. For Jesus would have them 
understand that religion was not a sec- 
ond-hand thing, that his God was not 
taken from a printed book; to serve 
him, not a mere matter of legalistic 
obedience to a set of rules. It was a 
way of life, a way of life which was at- 
tained by entering into a vital relation- 
ship with God as a father, a way of life 
which was maintained by prayer and fel- 
lowship with him, and which was moti- 
vated by love rather than by fear. 
Greater than all the commandments put 
together was to love the Lord our God 
and to love our fellowmen. This he not 
only proclaimed calmly, with quiet as- 
sumption of authority, but he pro- 
claimed himself as the original source 
of this way of life. 

Suppose we forget the minute mat- 
ters of the law for a moment, the five 
points of Calvinism or the five points of 
fundamentalism. Suppose we forget the 
commentaries which tell us what some- 
one has read about what another man 
has said about Jesus. Suppose we imi- 
tate the example of the late Gilbert 
Chesterton when he said, ‘Instead of 
reading books about the New Testament, 
I decided to go back and to read the 
New Testament.’’ 


Three Universals 


Here is an amazing Man uttering 
words which startled and shocked his 
hearers. But you will find them to be 
great universals. They were not only 
true because he said them, but he said 
them because they were universally, 
eternally, everlastingly true. 

Out of many, I select three of these 
universals. A critic said to Emerson, 
“You are uttering glittering generali- 
ties.” ‘‘No,’’ said Emerson, ‘‘these are 
blazing ubiquities.”’ 

(1) Life and the universe keep say- 
ing to us, ‘“‘You had better keep clean 
if you want to live long and well.’’ The 
mortality tables of every life insurance 
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company din that into our ears. Jesus 
took that great universal demand of life 
upon us, interpreted and implemented it. 
He showed us the source of impurity in 
the inner life and provided the remedy 
in God’s redeeming love and sustaining 
grace. 

(2) Life and the universe have ever. 
lastingly said to us, ‘‘You must learn 
to cooperate or you die.’”’ Biologists can 
tell us of countless species which died 
out because they did not learn to co- 
operate with life or with other species, 
We are now learning the hard way that 
nations must learn to cooperate or com- 
mit suicide. Jesus implemented that 
universal law in the Golden Rule. This 
was not original with him. Confucius 
had said it before in a back-handed 
fashion, but it was not original with 
him. Its origin is in the very structure 
of the universe in that divine order 
which pervades the very heavens and of 
which Wordsworth sang: 


“Thou dost withhold the stars from 
wrong 

And the most ancient heavens by thee 
are fresh and strong.” 


(3) Life and the universe not only 
demand of us cleanness and cooperation 
but also courage. There is no place for 
sniveling cowardice. Swinburne and 
Omar may phrase despair in faultless 
poetry, but life simply says, ‘‘No matter 
how beautifully expressed, this attitude 
in the end means suicide. Snap out of 
it or die.””’ So he gave us a bed-rock 
foundation for cosmic courage by show- 
ing us that life has a spiritual purpose, 
a spiritual meaning, and an eternal vic- 
torious outcome. 


The Universe Demands Them 


These are the qualities which it may 
be said the universe is demanding of us. 
As though she were to say, “I am not 
arguing with you, I am telling you.” 
And these are the very qualities which 
the way of life proclaimed by Jesus un- 
dertakes to furnish. 

It is readily to be admitted that these 
demands of nature upon us are not easy. 
In order to mect them, our lives often 
need to be transformed, re-integrated, 
snapped out of our narrow adjustments. 
And just this is what Jesus somehow 
does—has done again and again through 
the generations of men who have lived 
since his time, and is doing today. He 
makes men clean and kind and unsel- 
fish and optimistic and courageous. He 
and he alone furnishes the key that fits 
the lock. Thus, the final answer to the 
question about the authority of Jesus 
is in the life experience of those who 
definitely commit themselves to him. 





They Said She Was 80! 


Let me enforce this by two illustra- 
tions. I knew a very gracious elderly 
lady, the widow of a ministerial friend 
of mine, who lived out her life in out- 
ward ioneliness and yet with inward 
peace and joy and victory. Not long 
ago she went into her bank in a certain 
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New England city. There she saw a 
grim-faced man with a revolver menac- 
ing bank employees, while his com- 
panion back of the counter was busily 
scooping the money from the cash- 
drawers into his bag. Perhaps this lady, 
being slightly deaf, did not quite take 
{nthe danger. At all events, she walked 
up to that bandit and proceeded to read 
him a severe lecture. And that hard- 
boiled criminal suddenly beat a retreat, 
and with his accomplice made a hurried 
exit from the place. 

Of course, people praised her courage, 
and the story was in the papers, and the 
photographers came to get her picture, 
put amid all the fuss she was quite calm. 
She said, ‘“‘The only thing that bothered 
me was that the papers said I am eighty. 
Iam not; I am only seventy-nine!”’ 

Something of that spiritual serenity, 
the courage that lifts one above all 
bodily fear, this high-bred fortitude, had 
made of her what I would call a thor- 
ough-bred in the Christian tradition; 
this is what Jesus puts into our lives. 


He Outlived Expectations 


The other illustration is drawn from 
my long experience as a college execu- 
tive. Earl Dunbar has been one of the 
traditions of our campus. He came to 
us from Tennessee with fifty dollars in 
his pocket, worked his way through col 
lege, took high scholarship rank, led in 
social and Christian activity, became an 
outstanding debater and orator, a full- 
back on the football team, catcher on 
the baseball team, and by and by was 
elected, through gruelling competition, 
to represent the state as a Rhodes 
scholar at Oxford. 

None of us knew that when Dunbar 
was here, even then he was fighting 
T. B. But the hard work and the change 
of climate and diet at last got him. And 
Dunbar came home, they said, to die. 
But through fifteen years, sheer, un- 
daunted courage kept him alive. There 
was something in the man that tri- 
umphed over every obstacle that life 
could furnish, kept him going long be- 
yond the expectations of his doctor, and 
enabled him to rise up above despair 
with a note of triumph. 


Whence This Courage? 


What was it that put this courage and 
idealism, tenacity of purpose, and un- 
selfishness of character into the man? 
When he came back from his great 
oratorical triumph at the inter-state con- 
test, the whole town turned out to meet 
him, and we had one of the greatest 
celebrations of our history in his honor. 
He stood on this platform to say that he 
had gone out to speak his oration in 
that gruelling oratorical test from his 
knees. Earl Dunbar had _ fellowship 
with God, and it made him a thorough- 
bred in this Christian tradition. 

This way of life Jesus offers. 
not argue about it. He simply pro- 
claims it. Is it not simple and natural 
to take him at his word, and to put that 
word to the test of practical living? 


He does 


MARCH 20, 1950 





The Inquiring 
Reporter Asks 


What do you think is the 
significance of the Velikovsky 
studies now being publicized as 
they relate to Old Testament 
miracles? (Readers’ Digest, 
March; Harpers, January; Time, 








Mar. 13) 








HOWARD T. KUIST, Princeton Semi- 
nary—The Old Testament has little to 
gain from this sort of publicity. The 
publishers seem to be doing very well 
by advance publicity of a book as yet 
not read or confirmed by any competent 
scientist. * 


FREDERICK C. GRANT, Union Semi- 
nary, New York—-Excellent scientific fic- 
tion—as good as Jules Verne! If taken 
seriously, it is most unfortunate that 
this pseudo-science should be used to 
interpret or support the Bible. 


HERBERT S. TURNER, Mary Bald- 
win College—To relate the miracles of 
the Old Testament to the fantastic 
Velikovsky studies is entirely to miss 
its teaching about God’s dealing with 
his people. 


E. D. KERR, Columbia Seminary— 
That the alleged events occurred seems 
incredible. If they occurred, would they 
produce the alleged results? Let com- 
petent scientists answer.* The signifi- 
cance is questionable. 


ROBERT F. GRIBBLE, Austin Semi- 
nary—Scientific explanation or confirma- 
tion of a Scriptural fact subtracts noth- 
ing from the supernatural element in 
its incidence. 


CHARLES C. TORREY, Yale Divinity 
School—I think they throw no new light 
on any Old Testament miracle. 


JOHN BRIGHT, Union Seminary in 
Virginia—I know the Velikovsky book 
only through the preview in the Readers’ 
Digest, and I hesitate to pass judgment 
on any book that I know only at second- 
hand. Further, I am not competent to 
pass on the scientific data adduced. But 
I find myself more than skeptical. The 
events of the Exodus and Joshua nar- 
ratives are connected with astronomical 
disturbances which allegedly took place 
about 1500-1450 B. C., and these, in 
turn, are related to disturbances de- 
scribed by the sage Ipuwer. But the 
Exodus almost certainly occurred a good 
200 years later than the dates men- 
tioned above, while Ipuwer flourished 
before 2000 B. C. How all these can be 
synchronized is beyond me. More im- 
portant, it is my feeling that, while 
many of the miracle stories of the Bible 
may be given a rational explanation, it 
is speculative and unscientific to carry 
the attempt too far. The true message 
of the Bible does not need, and is only 
confused by, such a defense. 


MILLAR BURROWS, Yale Divinity 
School—Being incompetent to judge the 
Velikovsky theory on the scientific side, 
I can only say that to me as a biblical 
scholar it seems fantastic. What does 
a competent astronomer think of this?* 


*HARLOW SHAPLEY, Harvard Ob- 
servatory—Complete rubbish and non- 
sense. In my crack-pot file are many 
better jobs, e. g., the flat earth society’s 
work. See The Reporter for March with 
article by Mrs. C. P. Gaposchkin of Har- 
vard Observatory. 


*ROBERT C. MILLER, Director of 
the California Academy of Science, San 
Francisco—I advise caution in accept- 
ing or citing Dr. Immanuel Velikovsky. 
As far as I can tell, his alleged cor- 
roborations of Old Testament events 
have no scientific status whatsoever. 


NEXT WEEK—tThe Inquiring Re- 
porter quizes leading religious educa- 
tors on the proposed combination of 
church and public school education dis- 
cussed in these columns by Dr. Stroup 
Feb. 27. 





SYNOD CORRESPONDENTS 





Synod correspondents of THE PRES- 
BYTERIAN OUTLOOK for the coming 
year are shown below. News of more 
than local significance should be sent to 
them at least a week before the date in- 
dicated. 


Alabama, N. J. Warren, Selma, June 6. 

Appalachia, Ben L. Rose, Bristol, June 
6. 

Arkansas, Wm. B. Oglesby, Jr., Little 
Rock, June 20. 

Florida, Marshall C. Dendy, Orlando, 
June 27. 

Georgia, Eugene T. 
July 4. 

Kentucky, Warren B. 
March 28. 

Louisiana, Albert B. Link, New Orleans, 
April 4. 

Mississippi, 
April 11. 

Missouri, Wm. H. McCorkle, St. Louis, 
April 18. 

North Carolina, C. E. S. Kraemer, Char- 
lotte, April 18. 

Oklahoma, J. Allen Anderson, Mangum, 
April 25. 

Snedecor, C. H. 
April 25. 

South Carolina, Kenneth G. Phifer, Rock 
Hill, May 2. 

Tennessee, Jos. B. Ledford, Nashville, 
May 9. 

Texas, Joe M. Brown, Port Arthur, May 
16. 

Virginia, C. Newman Faulconer, Waynes- 
boro, May 23. 

West Virginia, J. Sherrard Rice, Hunt- 
ington, May 30. 


Wilson, Atlanta, 


Gaw, Lebanon, 


Vance Barron, Meridian, 


Williams, Tuscaloosa, 


See editorial, page 8. 
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EDITORIAL 


Our Correspondents 





On page seven will be seen 
a list of our correspondents from the 
various synods during the coming year 
As we announce these names we wish 
to make two emphases. 

First, we want to thank the men who 
have served as correspondents during 
the past year. This valuable service, 
with quarterly news letters and reports 
from their synod meeting, is greatly ap- 
preciated by us, by our readers and by 
the church at large. Many have co- 
operated in supplying news to the ccr- 
respondents and the correspondents 
themselves have been frequently incon- 
venienced to perform this service. We 
are grateful to them. 

Now, as we welcome the group for the 
new year we bespeak for them the 
friendly cooperation of our readers in 
all parts of the church. Your assistance 
in supplying news items of more than 
local consequence will aid materially in 
keeping our church informed. 


Not the Way to Do It 


A retired men’s club has been formed 
in a church in Montreal. With ages 
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ranging from 65 to 85, these men meet 
each weekday afternoon for all kinds 
of recreational activities and to talk over 
their mutual problems and to swap 
yarns. 

This may be the way to do it, but we 
have our doubts. 

It is true that one of the great needs 
today is the productive employment of 
the increasing population of retired men 
and women, but we doubt if the best 
thing that can be done for them is to 
bring them together as an old folks 
group. Many of them like the idea be- 
cause it seems to be the only thing in 
sight, but we doubt if this is the most 
stimulating and profitable thing that 
can be done. 

For one thing, every man wants and 
needs to feel that he is helping in some- 
thing worthwhile; he needs to be useful 
in a good cause. But he also needs to 
enrich and be enriched by contacts with 
persons of other ages. Youth needs the 
experience and wisdom of age and older 
people need the enthusiasm and drive 
of young people while both need the 
patient steadfastness of middle age. 

So, we pause to cast a vote against 
any movement to segregate these older 
people into a colony for their indulgence 
in pleasant reminiscences. We vote to 
help them to continue to be as useful 
in good causes as is possible for them 
to be. 


A Penitential Monument 


A Brotherhood Day speaker in Rhode 
Isjand recently made an interesting pro- 
posal. He suggests that as a nation 
we erect in Washington, D. C., a peni- 
tential monument where at least figura- 
tively we shall give “repentant recog- 
nition of our sins against the Indians, 
Mexicans, Japanese Americans, and 
others.” 

He suggests, further, that an annual 
meeting be held, in the spirit of the 
oid New Hampshire Fast Day meetings, 
with the Northern states leading ‘‘the 
way in the confessional, admitting their 
guilt in bringing slaves to this coun- 
try.” 

Then the Southern states, he proposes, 
should follow “in like repentance,” 
recognizing that the ‘Southerner has 
been most inconsistent in keeping the 
Negro from certain rights.” 

This thing has possibilities—if we 
could devise ways and means to enable 
us honestly to confess our own sins and 


not those of somebody else! Think it 
Over. 


A Seminary’s Friends 


Lutheran women with $1-a year dues 
have provided $100,000 worth of reno- 
vations and improvements at their 
Philadelphia theological seminary dur- 
ing the past ten years. A thousand wo- 
men attended a recent luncheon cele- 
brating completion of the last project: a 
$33,000 renovation of a seminary dormi- 
tory. 

This sort of project would mean much 
to all our seminaries, for example. Its 


benefits are not merely financial, as con. 
siderable as those may be; they are 
rather personal and sustained in the in- 
terest which is created. 

At least one of our seminaries already 
has such a movement for men and wo- 
men under the title, Friends of the 
Seminary. In the past few years this 
effort has shown its vitality and has pro- 
vided a practical way in which, by the 
multiplication of small gifts from a dol- 
lar a year up, significant forward strides 
have been taken. 


The Reorganization 





33. BOARD OF CHURCH EXTENSION 
Negro Work 

In 1947 the Assembly’s Negro Work 
became a separate agency, after having 
been long a part of the Home Missions 
Committee. At the 1949 Assembly, 
however, it was regrouped and Negro 
Work and Missions both became Divi- 
sions of the Board of Church Exten- 
sion. 

In the midst of the great Negro popu- 
lation of the nation, our church has 
made small gains in reaching the Negro 
and bringing him into the Presbyterian 
church. In Africa, with 100 white mis- 
sionaries, we have 60,000 members. But 
in the South, with fewer than 10 white 
workers and with less than 50 Negro 
ministers, we have less than 3,000 mem- 
bers. With millions of unchurched 
Negroes at our door, this constitutes 
one of the great evangelistic challenges 
which we face. 

Alex R. Batchelor directs this work, 
taking it up when the Assembly re- 
grouped it and ostensibly set out to 
make a new start. In the reorganization, 
three committee members from Negro 
Work were elected to the Board of 
Church Extension. J. McDowell Rich- 
ards, Arch B. Taylor and J. W. Mc- 
Leod. Like the other divisions, this one 
will have its own council to serve as a 
sub-committee of the Board. 

In this new organization it is hoped 
that the full resources of the church 
can be more intelligently shared in the 
planning of the total Negro work pro- 
zram—in a way that has never been 
done before. Fundamental differences 
of opinion are recognized: (1) Some 
feel that the program should be designed 
to develop eventually a separate church 
as Negro Methodists and Baptists have: 
(2) others feel that the trend should 
he in the other direction and that there 
should be no separate department, no 
separate synod or presbyteries, no sepa- 
rate Negro churches. These under- 
lying attitudes, whether recognized or 
not, have much to do with the program 
—and with the appeal of the church to 
Negroes. 

Stillman College, for which a sepa- 
rata Cisecussion will be needed, is the 
largest single Negro work project in our 
church. It is looking forward to its 
best days. 

Now, with the cooperation of Pres- 
byterian men, young people's confer- 
ences for Negroes are being sponsored 
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in an increasing number of synods. 
These attract not only the few Presby- 
terian young people, but leading Negro 
youth of all denominations. For some 
years effective leadership schools for 
Negro women have been conducted by 
the Woman’s Work committee. These 
have been productive of much good. 
Several white presbyteries have Negro 
ministers and congregations in their 


membership and the demand is increas- 
ingly heard that the separate Snedecor 
Memorial Synod shall be dissolved. 

In many ways, with our present 
leadership and the earnest desire of 
many intelligent and fine-spirited peo- 
ple, we are moving toward a more effec- 
tive program in this regard than we 
have ever known. 

NEXT WEEK—Home Missions. 





TUNED IN THE MIDDLE 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





HE CHURCH PIANO was out of 

tune, so badly that everyone 

noticed it. But tuning was expen- 
sive, so the economy-minded officers in 
charge gave orders to the piano tuner 
to tune the two middle octaves, twenty- 
five strings, no more, no less. No one 
in the congregation had a voice with 
so wide a range; all the hymns seemed 
to be within that compass. No one 
would know the difference if the high 
treble and the low bass strings were 
left untuned. 

The scheme would have worked ex- 
cept that the committee did not reckon 
with the pianist. She seldom cared to 
play a piece just as it was written, but 
liked to ripple arpeggios and runs up 
and down the keyboard. Further, the 
committee had not thought of the pre- 
ludes, the offertories, the solos and an- 
thems. When the pianist attacked the 
instrument on Sunday morning the effect 
was terrific. The well-tuned middle 
octave combined with the untuned 
upper and lower ranges made a com- 
bination that was worth going miles 
not to hear. 

Which things are both true, and 
a parable of other’ truths. Most 
of us are _ well-tuned in the mid- 
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dle octaves. That is, in the area of 
recognized respectability we are, as a 
rule, fairly well tuned to the standard 
pitch of the world’s tuning forks. We 
play a few simple tunes on our souls 
and think, how harmonious we are! 
But the lower bass, the deep under- 
tones of life, the foundation chords 
which should give the key for all the 
rest—what is wrong down there? And 
the upper ranges, the higher levels of 
the spirit—-what jangles are there! 

To be sure, it is cheaper to tune only 
a few strings. But it is a sad economy 
that turns the harmonies of heaven into 
discords on earth. Life calls on us, 
soon or late, for more than the sober 
middle octaves. There are sombre moods 
when the bass must be heard. There 
are high moments when all the resources 
of the spirit’s keyboard are called into 
use. It is at such times that the well- 
tuned middle octaves no longer sound 
respectable, against a harsh disharmony 
in depths and heights. Even the neigh- 
bors can tell that to be partly tuned is 
not to be tuned at all. 


—This is one of Dr. Foreman’s con- 
tributions to these columns nine years 


ago. 


Princeton’s Homrighausen 


When Elmer G. Homrighausen was 
one of the mid-winter lecturers at 
Austin Presbyterian Theological Semi- 
nary a year ago, we Knew at once that 
here was a man who sooner or later 
must be included in our ‘‘We Presby- 
terians” feature. Just as we received 
into our families members of other de- 
nominational backgrounds when they 
marry our children, so we are constantly 
receiving into our Presbyterian church 
family those who have been reared in 
other denominations. This is an espe- 
cially enrichening experience when it 
brings to us one of the spiritual lead- 
ership and faith of Elmer Homrighausen 
and from an denomination as close to 
us as that of the Evangelical and Re- 
formed Church. 

As the chairman of the United Evan- 
gelistic Advance, he is leading the lead- 
ers of thirty-seven denominations In 
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seeking to make Christ known through- 
out America, a labor of love that re- 
quires vision, consecration, and a great 
deal of time, and which should stimu- 
late the prayers of all Christian peo- 
ple. 

A native of Iowa, Elmer George 
Homrighausen was educated in its pub- 
lic schools; he was graduated from 
Mission House College, Plymouth, Wis.; 
Princeton Theological Seminary, and 
Butler University, from which institu- 
tions were earned his B. A., M. A., B. 
Th., Th. M. and Th. D. degrees. He has 
taken graduate work at the University 
of Chicago and Iowa, and at Butler, 
Dubuque, Rutgers and Geneva. His 
honorary D. D. was bestowed upon him 
by the University of Dubuque. 

The first thirteen years of his min- 
istry were spent in the pastorate and 
in the Evangelical and Reformed 


Church. Later he taught in the Inter- 
national Theological Institute of Ge- 
neva, the University of Dubuque, Occi- 
dental College, Butler University, and 
since 1938, has been the Thomas Syn- 
nott professor of Christian Education 
at Princeton Theological Seminary. 

Dr. Homrighausen attended the 
World Presbyterian Alliance at Belfast, 
Ireland in 1933; the Universal Coun- 
cil on Life and Work at Fano, Den- 
mark, in 1934; the Oxford and Edin- 
burgh Conferences in 1937; the Inter- 
national Congress of Christian Educa- 
tion in Mexico City in 1941; the Con- 
ference on Evangelism of the World 
Council of Churches at Geneva in 1947; 
and both the Amsterdam Conference and 
the World Alliance of Presbyterian 
Churches at Geneva in 1948. 

A category of his labors as a lec- 
turer, a religious educator, a chairman 
of committees on evangelism, and as 
a member of the boards of trustees of 
various schools and colleges and semi- 
naries would well nigh fill a book. Yet 
all the while, he has been carrying 
a full teaching load at Princeton Semi- 
nary; writing his numerous books, such 
as “Let the Church Be the Church,” 
“Choose Ye This Day,” ‘‘Christianity in 
America—a Crisis,’? and ‘‘Current The- 
ological Trends,” as well as helping 
translate the various writings of the 
leaders of the Crisis Theology, espe- 
cially Barth and Thurneysen. 

As a preacher to college audiences, a 
lecturer on seminary foundations, and 
a speaker before ministerial associations 
and summer conference programs, 
“Homrighausen” is a name which is 
known all over America, and over most 
of the continent of Europe. 

Yet, with all of the many demands 
and exalting labors, Elmer Homrighau- 
sen is primarily a family man. The 
parents of six children, the Homrighau- 
sens are justly proud of Richard who 
plans to study medicine; of Ruth, who 
attends the College of Wooster and is 
especially interested in speech and the 
dramatic arts; of Paul, who is a fresh- 
man in the University and is specializ- 
ing in the humanities; of David, a 
sophomore in high school; of Mary, 
now in the eighth grade; and of four- 
year-old John, in nursery school. " 

It was during his twenties, says Dr. 
Homrighausen, that he was _ greatly 
moved by the European theology. ‘It 
vitalized my personal faith,” he has 
written, “and gave me a new concep- 
tion of the meaning of revelation, faith, 
the church, the gospel, the relation of 
God to the world, and particularly of 
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.” 

“The older I grow,” he says, ‘“‘the 
more I wonder at the miracle of Christ 
and his church. The gospel is indeed 
the miracle of life and history to me.” 

And ‘‘We Presbyterians” thank God 
for Elmer Homrighausen, for his evan- 
gelistic zeal, and for his great and 
varied contributions to the Kingdom of 
our Lord. 
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ing to spend millions in the next few 
months to defeat this effort of the Tem- 
perance League. Leaders declare that 
this is the first effort of the national 
Temperance League to dry up an entire 
state since the repeal of prohibition and 
they say, “The eyes of the nation are 
upon us in this fight.” They hope to 
get a minimum of 50,000 signatures on 
a petition to place the issue on the gen- 
eral election ballot next November. 
County units and townships will be or- 
ganized across the state. There are 
now 38 dry countries and 37 wet coun- 
ties in Arkansas. There are also 29 
dry townships and nine dry towns in 
the wet counties. 


Faith and Life Seminars to 
Attract US and USA Men 


Leaders from Presbyterian US and 
USA churches will participate in the 
annual Faith and Life Seminars to be 
held in Little Rock March 21-22 un- 
der sponsorship of the USA Board of 
Christian Education. Walter Barlow is 
director and the program calls for 
leadership by Samuel S. Rizzo of Prince- 
ton, on issues confronting Protestant- 
ism in the resurgence of Roman Catho- 
licism, and Mare C. Weersing, Jackson, 
Miss., who will discuss the work of 
the minister as pastor and preacher. 


McMath Files to Succeed 
Himself as Governor 


The biennial political campaign in 
Arkansas got underway with the filing 
of Governor Sid McMath as a candidate 
to succeed himself in the 1950 elec- 
tion. McMath, who was elected in 1948 
in a heated run-off with Jack Holt, 
has yet to learn whether or not his 
re-election will be contested. Political 
observers who have seen the GI organ- 
ization believe that Holt may again at- 
tempt to win the Governor’s office. 
Nothing has been heard from James 
(Uncle Mac) MacKrell, radio preacher 
and veteran political figure whose 
Gospel Song Quartet has kept him be- 
fore groups throughout the state dur- 
ing the past two years. His candidacy 
in 1948 and his switch to Holt were 
vital factors in the race; at present 
he is broadcasting a commercial pro- 
gram for a flour company. 


Bond Issue to Enable 
Construction at Ferncliff 


Presbyterian men from over the 
synod will meet in the Marion Hotel, 
Little Rock, March 23 for their annual 
banquet. S. Hugh Bradley of Decatur, 
Ga., will be the speaker. Preliminary 
plans will be outlined for the floating 


of a $100,000 bond issue for the pur- 
pose of erecting permanent buildings 
and improvements at Ferncliff, synod’s 
summer conference grounds. The bonds 
will be issued during the summer, un- 
der sponsorship of the men, and con- 
struction is scheduled to begin next fall. 


Little Rock Churches Form 
Presbyterian Council 


A Presbyterian Council for Greater 
Little Rock was formed early in March. 
This appears to be one of the direct 
results of the Atlanta men’s convention 
as Little Rock men sought ways to put 
into practice some of the things heard 
there. The Council is made up of a 
minister and two laymen from each 
church and it has outlined an ambitious 
program for the promotion of Presby- 
terianism on a cooperative basis. Proj- 
ects ahead include establishment of a 
church in the Oak Forrest section of 
the city where the Little Rock Junior 
College has begun a long-range build- 
ing program on a new campus site. 
Another project calls for the promo- 
tion of work among the Negro popula- 
tion of the city. Frank Lyon, an elder 
in the Second church, is the council’s 
president. 


And So Forth 


Young adult groups from over the 
synod sent representatives to Little 
Rock to hear Harvey Waiters, who di- 
rects that work for the Board of Edu- 
cation in Richmond. They decided to 
hold their first conference in June. . 
The Woodson church (Presbyterian, 
USA) was received into the Presbytery 
of Washburn (US) in February. ; 
Nels F. S. Ferre, of Vanderbilt, will 
be the speaker for the Reformation Day 
service to be sponsored by Little Rock 
Presbyterians next October. . Train- 
ing sessions for Vacation Church School 
workers were conducted by Sallie M. 
Thrower at Arkansas College in Bates- 
ville recently. .Laymen of all 
churches in Marianna are conducting 
monthly forums on the vital issues of 
the day. Meetings are held in the 
churches with ministers present only in 
an advisory capacity. .Churches of 
Little Rock will conduct a joint visita- 
tion evangelism campaign March 19-23. 

WM. B. OGLESBY, JR. 
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CAMPUS NEWS 


Westminster House at FSU 
Now Under Construction 





Ground was broken late in February 
for the construction of Westminster 
House at Florida State University, Tal- 
lahassee. President Doak Ss. Campbell 
of FSU, as the main speaker, declared 
that “The future of our country de- 
pends on the training received by the 
youth of our universities and colleges. 
This will be largely determined by the 
nature of work done in houses and 
agencies of religion working with those 
students. It is our purpose at FSU 
to train men and women to serve their 
country, who know that service will be 
at its best when they so serve out of 
love of God.’”’ Westminster House will 
care for the weekday activities of the 
Presbyterian students and faculty. Sun- 
day activities will continue to be carried 
on at the First Presbyterian church. 


Pay Raises to Become 
Effective at Davidson 


Pay raises for Davidson College fac- 
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ulty members become effective next 
July 1. Top salary for a full profes- 
sor will be $6,000, with automatic pay 
raises assured to $5,500 from the mini- 
mum of $4,000. President Cunning- 
ham said that the calibre of teaching 
is one of the most important parts of 
a liberal arts education. ‘‘To hold and 
attract the best men, Davidson salaries 
must compare favorably with those 
offered by other good colleges.”’ ‘ 
Kenneth J. Foreman, Louisville Semi- 
nary professor, led Davidson’s annual 
spring services recently. .For the 
first time in 25 years operating expenses 
at Davidson will exceed income by $80,- 
000. Money will be transferred from 
a reserve fund to meet the shortage. 
The $80,000 difference is said to have 
been caused by a planned reduction in 
enrollment from the record post-war 
size, but payrolls and maintenance costs 
could not be reduced in the same pro- 
portion. 


UNC Students Hold First 
Ecumenical Conference 


Student and faculty religious leaders 
at the University of North Carolina re- 
cently sponsored an ‘‘Ecumenical Con- 
ference’ with Francis Pickens Miller 
and John Deschner as the main speak- 
ers on the “World Mission of the 
Church.” .Student groups at UNC, 
considering allowing Negroes to enroll 
in the graduate schools now, voted over- 
whelmingly in favor of this step. 
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S’western Students Polled 
On Racial Attitudes 


Southwestern (at Memphis) students, 
polled on racial attitudes recently, voted 
for separate, but equal, treatment of 
the races. As reported in The Sou’wester, 
however, an increased liberality of views 
is noted according to length of time in 
college. The Sou’wester said edi- 
torially that a hands-off, things-will- 
come-out-all-right policy is not good 
enough. “If the Negro has reached a 
significantly higher status in 50 or 100 
years than is his now, it will be the 
result of work and good faith on the 
part of many people, black and white.” 

. Arnold Nash, head of the depart- 
ment of religion at the University of 
North Carolina, was the religious em- 
phasis speaker at Southwestern recently. 


Newssheet Issued by 
Mary Baldwin College 


Mary Baldwin has issued Vol. 1, No. 1, 
of the Mary Baldwin Reporter, a two- 
page newssheet giving information for 
parents, alumnae and friends of the col- 


lege . . . Dean Martha Grafton was 
recently named president of the Vir- 
ginia Asociation of Colleges. . . .A 


report on last year’s graduates shows 
38% engaged in teaching; 16% are 
taking graduate work. Marriage has 
claimed 29%, and of that number 28% 
have jobs. 


Olert and Judd Secured for 
Agnes Scott Commencement 


Commencement speakers at Agnes 
Scott College, June 4-5, will be: Fred- 
erick H. Olert, First Presbyterian 
church, Detroit, and Minnesota Con- 
gressman Walter H. Judd. The gradu- 
ating class has 113 members. 


11 Months’ Receipts 
Reported by Agencies 


Receipts from General Assembly 
agencies as reported for 11 months end- 
ing February 28 were: 

Annuities and Relief (Louisville), 
$377,101; increase, $2,820. 

Church Extension (Atlanta), $504,- 
224; decrease, $57,023. 

Religious Education (Richmond), 
$204,662: increase, $7,733. 

World Missions (Nashville), $828,- 
761; decrease, $25,534. Program of 
Progress, $282,800. 

Assembly’s Training School (Rich- 
mond), $62,790; increase, $12,326 
(including Program of Progress). 
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BIBLE STUDY 





The Church Suffering and 
Triumphant 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR APRIL 2 


I Peter 4:12-13; Revelation 7:9-17 


Our studies in the life and thought 
of the early church are carried over 
into the first two Sundays of the new 
quarter in order that we may have ap- 
propriate themes for Palm Sunday and 
Easter, two of the greatest days in 
the church year. On Palm Sunday, 
when our thoughts turn naturally to 
Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem, 
it is appropriate that we should think 
of the church suffering and triumphant. 


I. The Church Suffering 


The first epistle of Peter was writ- 
ten principally to Christians residing in 
certain portions of Asia Minor, but 
more generally to Christians through- 
out the Roman Empire, just as the great 
persecution under Nero was about to 
break over the church with all its fury. 

Peter writes to urge his readers to 
stand fast in spite of the ridicule which 
they now endure or the persecutions 
which they are about to encounter— 
to stand fast in the grace of God 
through Jesus Christ (cf. 5:10-12). The 
letter contains the final advice of this 
stalwart follower of Christ to all his 
fellow-Christians who are called upon 
to suffer; it is advice which he him- 
self had proved in a life of hardship 
and trial. In the passage before us 
Peter makes two suggestions about the 
attitude that Christians should take in 
regard to suffering. 

1. Do Not Be Suprised (4:12). The 
strange thing is that so many are sur- 
prised when trouble comes. They know 
that sorrow has come to other men, 
that none are really exempt, and yet 
when it finally reaches either them or 
their loved ones, they are unprepared 
for it. They wonder why God permits 
them to suffer so. Peter seeks to pre- 
pare us. ‘‘Beloved,’”’ he writes, ‘‘do not 
be surprised at the fiery ordeal which 
comes upon you to prove you as though 
something strange were happening to 
you.”’ 

Perhaps Peter’s mind went back to 
that day when he confessed for the 
twelve that Jesus was the Christ and 
Jesus began for the first time to teach 
them that he must suffer many things 
and finally be crucified. Peter had re- 
buked Jesus for even entertaining such 
a thought—‘‘God forbid, Lord!” he ex- 
postulated; ‘‘This shall never happen 
to you” (Mt. 16:22). Jesus had warned 
him that the suggestion that he might 
escape suffering came from the Devil 
and indicated that Peter was concerned 
not with the things of God but with the 
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things of men. As F. B. Meyer had 
written: “Once it seemed strange to 
the Apostle Peter that his Master 
should think of suffering. Now he 
thinks it strange that he* could have 
imagined anything else and he writes 
to the scattered Christians bidding them 
not to count it strange if their path 
lies through fiery trial and bitter pain.’’ 

There is nothing in the Bible (or 
in life) to indicate that we Christians 
can escape sorrow and suffering. On 
the other hand we are constantly re- 
minded that it is the normal lot of 
man. Jesus explicitly warns us: “If 
any man would come after me, let him 
deny himself and take up his cross and 
follow me” (Mt. 16:24). ‘Do not be 
surprised at the fiery ordeal which 
comes upon you,” Peter writes. Yet 
both in his day and this Christians have 
thought it strange when trouble came 
upon them. They have continued to 
this very hour to ask the question, Why 
have I been singled out for this dis- 
tress? Why is this so? What can we 
say to them? 

Peter makes no attempt to give a 
theoretical explanation of suffering; he 
is concerned with our practical attitude 
toward suffering, the effect that it may 
have upon us. ‘Do not be surprised,”’ 
he writes, ‘‘at the fiery ordeal which 
comes upon you to prove you.” It is, 
he points out at the very outset, a 
trial, a test of our character. The word 
“fiery”? indicates the terribleness of the 
trial, but it does more. It suggests the 
possible outcome of the trial. Fire de- 
stroys, but it also purifies. Valuable 
metal is smelted in a furnace to bring 
out its brilliance and lasting value. The 
suffering or persecution we undergo is 
the real test of our character—and of 
our faith. It may destroy our faith, 
our reason or our life; bravely endured, 
it purifies our soul. So it happened 
in the Roman Empire; so we have seen 
it in numerous cases which have come 
under our own observation. Some are 
strengthened, others are weakened; some 
are ennobled, while others are embit- 
tered by trial—why? 

2. But rejoice (4:13-16). The Chris- 
tian should not be surprised when suf- 
fering comes, but rejoice rather in the 
midst of his trials. Rejoice because 
or “in so far as you share Christ’s 
suffering.’’ Peter is speaking here pri- 
marily of those sufferings which come 
to us as Christians, the loss, persecu- 
tion or contumely we endure for the 
sake of Christ. In a partly Christian- 


ized society such as ours no one suffers 
becaue he bears the name of Christ. 
But if one takes an advanced Chris- 
tian position in certain sensitive areas 
he will soon discover that “to follow 
Christ’”’ invites scorn, ridicule and loss 
at the hands even of his fellow-Chris- 
tians. 

Peter intimates here, as does Paul 
more explicitly, that Christian disciples 
are required to add their suffering to 
those of the Savior and by so doing 
to help him bring in the final victory. 
We are to rejoice, says Peter, in the 
midst of such sufferings because we 
know it is the prelude to future glory 
(va. 13; cf. Mt. 56:12; If Tim. 3:11-13; 
Romans 8:18). We are to rejoice in 
the second place because it brings us 
a present blessing; as Peter phrases it, 
‘‘because the spirit of glory and of God 
rests upon you.” Dr. Moffatt interprets 
this to mean “a revelation of God’s 
glory and power (the presence of God 
in glorious power) which inwardly re- 
wards and rallies you.” This is an 
experience which is possible to all Chris- 
tians and can be understood only by 
one who has had it. 

Peter’s words suggest that the church 
suffering will one day become the 
church triumphant. And this theme is 
developed more fully in the book of 
Revelation. 


11. The Church Triumphant 


According to tradition, Revelation was 
written by John the Apostle, during 
the reign of Domitian, about 95 or $6 
A. D. The church was then under- 
going severe persecution and John saw 
darker days ahead. The Roman Em- 
pire was tolerant of all religious faiths, 
provided their adherents paid divine 
honors to the emperor. To refuse such 
honors was regarded as disloyalty to 
the state. Vespasian issued an edict 
which condemned to death all who 
would not worship the image of the 
‘“‘beast’’—as the emperor’s image was 
termed by John (cf. 13:15). It was 
left for Domitian, the son of Vespasian, 
who was morose, suspicious and cruel 
in the extreme, to institute the first 
general persecution against the Chris- 
tians (the earlier persecution under 
Nero had been confined to those living 
in Rome). 

“In 93 A. D. the persecution raged 
not only in Rome but in Asia also, 
and the Christian blood poured out in 
the last four years of his reign seemed 
to John, the writer of this book, to 
presage a universal martyrdom for all 
who were loyal to their faith and to 
cry aloud to God for vengeance (6:9). 
It was to encourage men to resist even 
unto blood the blasphemous claims of 
the Roman emperor that this ‘tract for 
the times’ was written’.’”’ 

The conflict of the church with the 
Roman empire (which lasted for almost 
three centuries) is described in chap- 
ters 4-19. The preface (4-5), which 
brings assurance of the church’s ulti- 
mate victory, is followed by a series 
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of visions, each of which reaches from 
the beginning to the end of the con- 
flict. In chapters 6 and 7 we have a 
vision of seven seals ending in heavenly 
peace. 

The first six seals describe a series 
of calamities about to come upon the 
world, ending in the destruction of the 
existing world order: (1) triumphant 
militarism; (2) civil strife; (3) famine; 
(4) pestilence; (5) persecution; 
(6) panic. The seals are opened, how- 
ever, by the Lamb of God (6:1) in- 
dicating that all history evolves under 
his control and that the worst disasters 
do not mean that his hand ceases to 
guide the affairs of men (a lesson that 
we still need to take to heart). 

The sixth seal, leading to world-wide 
panic concludes with a question: ‘‘the 
day of wrath has come and who can 
stand before it?’”’ Before the seventh 
and last seal, which ushers in the seven 
trumpets, which announce a_ second 
series of divine judgments upon the 
world, is opened, John pauses to an- 
swer this question, to give a vision of 
encouragement to Christians who other- 
wise may be overwhelmed at the 
thought of the calamities about to come 
upon the world.” 

The vision in chapter 7 unfolds in 
two parts. Part one (vss. 1-8) ex- 
hibits God’s watchful solicitude for his 
faithful servants here on earth. It as- 
sures us that whatever happens, the 
followers of Christ are secure. The 
righteous have been marked by God’s 
own seal. He will look after his own. 

The second part of the vision (9-17), 
with which we are now concerned, is 
the sequel or completion of the first. 
Having shown that every faithful Chris- 
tian is infallibly protected by God (this 
does not mean that they will escape 
suffering or death), John now reveals 
the reward of those who have been 
faithful in their Master’s service. It 
is a vision of the redeemed in heaven, 
after the trials and warfare of this 
life are ended. They constitute a great 
multitude which no man can number, 
and they are gathered out of every 
nation and of all tribes and peoples 
and tongues. 

They stand joyous and triumphant in 
the presence of the throne (i. e., God) 
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and of the Lamb—that is, the cruci- 
fied Savior, arrayed in white robes 
(symbolizing purity) with palm 
branches (the symbols of victory over 
life and death) in their hands. They 
ascribe the victory, however, not to 
themselves, but to God who sits on his 
throne ruling the world and to the 
Lamb. This title, the Seer’s favorite 
one for Christ, emphasizes his sacrificial 
death and the boundless love that 
prompted this devotion. Those who 
stand before the throne have been 
saved from the taint of evil, saved from 
the evils and misfortunes of the world, 
saved from the judgment and the sec- 
ond death, the death of the soul. And 
so they sing their chant of victory: 
“Salvation belongs to our God who sits 
upon the throne, and to the Lamb.” 
And the inhabitants of heaven, the 
angels, the elders, and the four living 
creatures (these latter, described more 
fully in 4:10-11, are symbolic figures 
suggesting that God is the Creator of 
life in all its varied forms and as such 
is the living God) sing their double 
amen, with its seven-fold ascription of 
praise. 

In response to the Seer’s question, 
one of the angels explains that those 
arrayed in white robes are those who 
have come out of the great tribula- 
tion. The phrase refers to the Lord’s 
words in Mt. 24:31 and the particular 
trial which was then coming upon the 
church; the words are equally applica- 
ble, however, to any other severe trial 
to which Christians are subjected—(a 
third world war, for example). The 
robes of these martyrs, whom John had 
particularly in mind, had been soaked 
in the blood of their own sufferings, 
“but they had been made white not 
by their own blood, but by the blood 
of Christ. They had come out of the 
great tribulation. They had not per- 
ished in it, spiritually, as so many peo- 
ple who are without God and without 
hope. Because they trusted, the bloody 
path of pain had led them across the 
great divide to the glorious states of 
God’s celestial kingdom.” (Earl L. 
Douglass. ) 

We are told that they had washed 
their robes and made them white. Their 
salvation had been made possible by 
the sacrificial death of Christ, but they 
had done what was necessary (through 
repentance, faith and steadfast endur- 
ance) to enjoy the benefits of his shed 
blood. 

Therefore are they before the throne 
of God, said the angel, and they serve 
him day and night in the temple. Those 
who are known as the servants of God 
on earth do not lose the peculiar honor 
of such service when they take their 
place among the resplendent hosts of 
heaven. They are before the throne 
of God—i. e., in his very presence. And 
they serve him day and night. ‘The 
vision of ceaseless worship,’’ says Swete, 
“is realized only when life itself is re- 
garded as a service. The consecration 


of all life to the service of God is the 
goal to which our present worship 
points and it is symbolized by the 
thought of continual service, both day 
and night. ‘And he who sits upon the 
throne will shelter them with his preg. 
ence.’””’ The King James version trans- 
lates it, ‘‘He that sitteth on the throne 
shall dwell among them.” Both ver- 
sions suggest that a sense of fellow- 
ship with God, the thrilling awareness 
of his presence, is one result of the 
faithful service of God. But, as the 
Revised Standard Version indicates, 
there is more—deliverance from all the 
ills of life. 

And so the angel passes from the 
service of the redeemed to their free- 
dom from all the sorrows of life. ‘‘They 
shall hunger no more, neither thirst 
any more; the sun shall not strike 
them, nor any scorching heat, for the 
Lamb in the midst of the throne will 
be their shepherd.” ‘‘The Lamb in the 
midst of the throne’”’ is one of John’s 
favorite expressions. It indicates, says 
Caay H. Allen, that “if we penetrate 
to the essence of God’s being there we 
shall find sacrifice—that the controlling 
element in the divine nature is not 
power nor justice but self-giving love.” 
The Lamb shall be our Shepherd. As 
Swete comments: “The divine shep- 
herding and guidance of men belongs 
to the future as well as to the pres- 
ent life and in the future only meets 
with a full response.’”’ Or as Donald 
W. Richardson has said, ‘‘We shall not 
be left to explore the mysteries of the 
glory world and discover its riches 
alone.’’ 

As we follow John’s great Revelation 
we see that all the movements of his- 
tory and of nature—war, famine, pesti- 
lence, persecution, panic, revolution— 
are all under the control of God. ‘‘Christ 
is the Master who in the end wins the 
victory over war, poverty, pestilence, 
death and the world of the dead. He 
holds the key.’’ He has placed his seal 
upon the saints. They are assured of 
his protection and love. And in the 
end, after all the conflicts and catastro- 
phes of history are over, there will be 
a great multitude which no man can 
number out of every nation and of all 
tribes and peoples and tongues standing 
before the throne and of the Lamb sing- 
ing their song of praise. That was the 
faith which sustained the early church 
as they faced the full might of the 
Roman Empire. And it is that faith 
which sustains myriads of believers in 
all parts of the world today, and shall 
continue to sustain them whatever dis- 
aster may befall them. 

Have we the right to believe that 
the church will triumph over the forces 
of evil which are at present arrayed 
against her? When? How? How can 
we wash our robes white in the blood 
of the Lamb? 


(Title and Scripture selections copy- 
righted by International Council of Re- 
ligious Education.) 
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BOOK NOTES 


HOW TO STUDY AND USE THE 
BIBLE. By Park Hays Miller. W. A. 
Wilde Company, Boston. 142 pp. $1.75. 

This small book gives a short resume 
of the story of the Bible. Then it dis- 
cusses the tools for Bible study. The 
tools suggested are those suited to the 
needs of the non-technical student of 
the Bible, i. e., the person who has no 
knowledge of the original languages. 
They would not be adequate for the 
trained minister, but are quite well 
chosen for the intelligent lay student. 

The prophecy of Amos and the Epistle 
to the Philippians are analyzed to show 
how the method of study recommended 
actually works out in practice. The 
closing chapter is devoted to suggestions 
for the person who is planning to teach 
the Bible. 

This book could be used very effec- 
tively in introducing a teen-age group 
to independent Bible study. 

W. D. CHAMBERLAIN. 

Louisville, Ky. 


JESUS CHRIST IS ALIVE. By Lau- 
rence W. Miller. W. A. Wilde Co., Boston 
89 pp., $1.50. 

The author presents a study espe- 
cially valuable for pre-Easter reading 
in that it is a concise yet thorough 
review of the resurrection of Christ. 
He stalwartly insists on the bodily re- 
surrection as being the only reasonable 
interpretation of Scripture. In severa! 
instances, there is pointed out unusual 
facts that may be new to some. For 
example, the author makes an excellent 
ease of the fact that “spiritual resur- 
rection’”’ is a misnomer because of the 
fact that the word means a return to 
life of that which has been physically 
dead, and this could not be postulated 
of a soul. For the most part, the book 
does not claim a presentation of new 
material, but rather a systematic analy- 
sis of the old truth of the literal resur- 
rection that has been the main hope 
of the church for two thousand years. 

JOHN F. ANDERSON, JR. 

Tyler, Texas. 


THE RELIGIOUS REVOLT AGAINST 
REASON. By L. Harold DeWolf. Harper 
and Bros., New York. 217 pp. $2.50. 

This is a book that will help those 
who may be a little puzzled about neo- 
orthodoxy and find such modern theo- 
logians as Niebuhr, Barth, Brunner, 
etc., difficult reading. 

It all goes back to the Danish theo- 
logian Kierkegaard who started the con- 
troversy over whether the human rea- 
son is a sufficient and dependable in- 
strument in matters of religion. His 
contention is that faith in God is not 
a matter for philosophy and intellect 
but a submission to the authority of 
God out of realization of personal in- 
adequacy. He makes much of Paul’s 
statement that he spoke “as a fool’ 
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to refute the ‘“‘wise”’ philosophers. To 
quote Kierkegaard: ‘Objections against 
Christianity come from insubordination, 
unwillingness to obey, rebellion against 
all authority. Therefore they have 
hitherto been beating the air against 
the objectors, because they have fought 
intellectually with doubt, instead of 
fighting ethically with rebellion.’”’ This 
idea, which has been accepted by the 
‘“‘neo-orthodox” is ‘‘the religious revolt 
against reason.” 

Against this background Mr. DeWolfe 
builds his case for the rightful place 
of reason in religion. He feels that 
faith cannot be separated from reason, 
but ‘“‘to the pilgrim whose reason and 
will are alike devoted to the service 
of God, the witness becomes clearer as 
the days pass.”’ 

This book is strong food, but it will 
be a fine spring tonic for lazy theo- 
logical minds. 

WALTER R. CREMEANS. 

Baltimore, Md. 





BOOKS IN BRIEF 





DAILY READINGS FROM WILLIAM 
TEMPLE. Compiled by H. C. Warner. 
The Macmillan Co., New York. 279 pp., 
$2.50. 

This book will become a classic, pro- 
viding from the major writings of the 
greatest Christian leader of our time 
pointed paragraphs on 1,099 topics. It 
is well indexed. Out of the 1,099, look 
at this one: “If the church is to hold 
respect and bring a helpful influence, 
it must in its own corporate life show 
its educational excellence: and it is 
there that it must regain what it has 
too much lost, the intellectual leader- 
ship of our people.” 


THE ATONING LIFE. By Henry 
Sylvester Nash. Harper & Bros., New 
York. 112 pp., $1. 

This is the Presiding Bishop’s Book 
for Lent, 1950, but it was first pub- 
lished 40 years ago. In ten chapters 
the author shows how to be “at one’ 
with God. 


YOU CAN’T WIN. By Ernest E. 
Blanche. Public Affairs Press, Washing- 
ton, D. C. 149 pp., $2. 

A leading mathematician, chief sta- 
tistician for the Logistics Division of 
the Army General Staff, has followed 
the ways of gamblers and big and lit- 
tle gambling schemes for twenty years. 
His conclusion: You Can’t Win. He 
has a chapter on ‘Children’s Gambling 
Games’”’ which all P-TA leaders, among 
others, ought to read. 


THE WAY TO POWER AND POISE. 
By E. Stanley Jones. Abingdon-Cokes- 
bury, Nashville & New York. 365 pp., 
$1.25. 

Here are choice bits for daily devo- 
tions by the man who is probably read 
more by more Christians than any other 
today. Here are sound helps to spirit- 


ual and physical well-being. They ate 


rooted in life. 


OLD WINE IN NEW BOTTLES. By 
Gardiner M. Day. Morehouse-Gorham, 
New York. 118 pp., $2. 

Here is an interpretation of the Ten 
Commandments that shows their mean- 
ing in terms of today and the climax 
of the book comes in the author’s em- 
phasis on the two Great Command- 
ments. This is a book worth reading. 
You will be interested to see the Com- 
mandment which the author says is 
broken most often: The Third. 





BOOKS RECEIVED 





Daily Readings from William Temple. 
Compiled by Hugh C. Warner. Macmillan. 
$2.50. 

Exposition of Genesis—Volumes I & II. 
H. C. Leupold. Baker Book House. $3.50 
per volume. 

Christianity and History. Herbert But- 
terfield, Charles Scribner’s Sons. $2.75. 

You Can Find a Way. Patrick Mahony. 
Storm Publishers. $2.50. 

The Creative Revolution of Jesus: Then 
and Now. Kirby Page. Published by Kirby 
Page, La Habra, California. 50 cents. 
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HEBREWS IN OUTLINE. A helpful guide 
for studying the Epistle. 25c. Biblia 
Press, 824 S, National, Springfield, Mo. 





DRE WANTED 





WANTED: DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION. Salary $2,400. Write Box 
2056, Williamson, W. Va. 
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An ideal gift for adults who are joining 
the Church this Easter. Dr. Elliott 
shows how an open declaration of faith 
can transform an individual’s life, his 
community, and his world. Order now 
for your group. $2.00. 
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MINISTERI A L RETIREMENT Mrs. H. M. Washburn, the former 


Donald W. Richardson, dean of the Lillie Chrisman, died at the home of her 
graduate department of Union Seminary daughter in Martinsville, Va., Feb. 12 
MENTION in Virginia, will retire at the close of after a brief iilness. Mrs. Washburn 
the present term and will be succeeded went to Africa as a missionary with Dr, 
by John Newton Thomas as dean and Washburn in 1912. They were honor- 
CHANGES also as director of the summer school. ably retired in 1949. 








James H. Wade, Woodlawn church, 
Hopewell, Va., has accepted a call to the 


Cradock churen, Portsmouth, Va., effec- K { N ( . C O L L E ( . E F 
tive April 1. Address: 16 Burtis St. 








Wm. R. Sengel, now doing graduate Fully accredited 4 year college. Coeducational. Presbyterian. 
re twini ta . Founded 1867. Liberal Arts. Sciences. Business. Education. 
, > ale : anc a 
work at the Yale Divinity School and dae ETE Ee Oe BCMOLARaMIrD. 
president of the student body, has ac- (1) Competitive ; (3) Grant in Aid 
, — 4 (2) Academic (4) Remunerative Work 
cepted a call to the Tyler Memorial Summer session, Intra-mural sports. Dormitories. Catalog. 
church, Radford, Va., effective June 1. R. T. L. LISTON, President, Box P, Bristol, Tenn. 
John Parks from Johnson City, Tenn., 


to 504 N. Main St, Somerset, Ky. 


Paul Coblentz, recently commissioned de . : S th t t M hi 
to open a new station in Uruana, in the Y 4 : SS ou wes ern a emp 1S 
territory of the West Brazil Mission, will 

have as his nearest postoffice (98 miles 














Striving for the best in education and in 
spiritual values. 

An excellent investment for enduring and 
rewarding dividends, the enrichment of hu- 
man lives. 


Peyton N. Rhodes, President. 


away): Caixa 222, Anapolis, Goias, 
Brazil, S. A. 

J. Hayden Laster, from French Camp, 
Miss., to Milan, Tenn. 

Harry W. Richmond, from Byron, N. 
Y., to Grand Rapids, Ohio. 

James F. Garvin from Chinquapin, N. 
C., to 510 Second St., N. W., Mineral 
Wells, Texas. 


Robert L. MeBath from Ellerbe, N. C.. DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


to the Elizabethtown, N. C., church. Davidson, North Carolina 
Duncan N. Naylor, from the Chaplain 


Board, Ft. Meade, Md., will be trans- A Church Related, Liberal Arts College 

ferred to Japan in May. Until that time That Is Non-Sectarian 

his address is 382 Donmoor St., Baton 

Rouge, La. John R. Cunningham. President 
Cc. H. Maury, of Presbyterian Junior 

College, Maxton, N. C., has accepted a 


call to become pastor of the Yadkin- PRESBYTERIAN HOUR 


> 
ville and Montview churches, Winston- January, February, March. | Davis and Elkins College 


Salem, N. C. 

Z. V. Myers, recently listed here as wakins, West Vieginis 
changed from Morelia, Michoacan, Mex- Program 13 A four-year college for men and 
ico, to Teloloapan was only a temporary —— 
change in mailing address and repre- : March 26 ‘ Member of and accredited by North 
sented no change in work or residence. recor Moos egy of Colleges and 

Roy L. Davis, public relations direc- ‘ ; ° . 
tor at Southwestern, Memphis, Tenn., 72S a aaieaal Emphasizes Christian Character 
will become executive secretary of the . ‘*Christianity’s and thorough scholarship. 

Synod of Arkaneas July 1 (See page Personal interest in the individual 
10). Greatest Ac- student. 

: i Beautiful campus; bracing cli- 
CAMPUS SPEAKERS complishment mate; modern buildings; excellent 
equipment. 

A splendidly trained faculty of 
Christian men and women. 

Write station for copies of A good place for an investment.. 


these messages R, B. PURDUM, President 














Carl R. Pritchett, Davidson College DR. JAMES A. JONES 
pastor, was the recent Spiritual Enrich- RADIO PREACHER 
ment week speaker at Flora Macdonald 
College. 











UTS ALUMNI OFFICERS 





E. H. Hamilton, former missionary to 
China, now in Richmond, Va., was H d S d C ll 
elected president of the alumni of Union amp éell- \ ney 0 ege 
Seminary in Virginia at the recent an 
nual meeting during Sprunt Lectures 
Week, succeeding John B. Cunningham, 
Cascade, Va. Philip H. Roberts Fred- 
ericksburg, Va., is vice-president, and 
J. Howard Macrae, Union Seminary pro- 
fessor, is secretary-treasurer. At this immediately. 


1776-1950 


In view of the number of applications 
received for session of 1950-51, those de- 
siring to enter at that time should apply 


meeting it was announced that Mr. 
Macrae, who had been engaged to teach EDGAR G. GAMMON, President 


for the year, has been permanently Hampden-Sydney, Virginia. 
added to the faculty. 
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